
The Argumentative Research Paper 
Purpose: To demonstrate our command over several skills we’ve been working on this year such as reasoning,  

academic voice, evaluation of sources, and argumentative writing. This is a chance for you to explore a 
topic of choice and conduct individual research in addition to our class discussions.  

 
Directions: After choosing a controversial topic from our class list, you will conduct individual research using  

credible sources in order to synthesize your findings. You will then construct a 5-6 paragraph essay in 
MLA format in which you argue for one side of the issue while acknowledging the counterclaim. This 
will be partially completed in-class and include several checkpoint deadlines. However, you will most 
likely need to work on this outside of class as well. Because this requires the use of technology, please 
plan ahead and communicate any needs or issues with me as they arise. 

 
Requirements: 

❏ Typed, 12pt Times New Romans font, double-spaced, MLA Heading 
❏ 5-6 paragraphs (Introduction including antithesis statement, 1 counterclaim paragraph, 2-3 support 

paragraphs, conclusion) 
❏ Topic chosen from class list (unless you have individual pre-approval for different topic) 
❏ Written using academic voice 
❏ Using a minimum of 3 sources (1 for counterclaim, 2 for support, can use more if desired)  
❏ Using direct quotes and/or paraphrases with correct in-text MLA citations 
❏ Submitted to turnitin.com (unless pre-arranged for a different submission format) 

 

DUE DATE: _______________________ @ 11:59pm to turnitin.com 
 

Resources: The following supports are in place to help you write this essay! Please use them! 
● Essay outline notes 
● Antithesis statement formula notes 
● Google Classroom source library (Google Classroom) 
● Sprague Website Library Online Databases (EBSCOhost, opposing viewpoints, Jstor, etc.) 
● Essay 101 Formatting powerpoint/notes (Class site) 
● Peer review sessions (in-class) 
● Checkpoints (A chance to get feedback along the way) 

 
 
 
Grading:  

This paper will be receive 3 assessment scores based on 3 major skills:  
Claims & Reasoning, Organization & Conventions, and Source Use.  

Remember, assessments end up being worth 80% of your grade.  
A rubric outlining each skill can be found on the back of this page.  

 
 



Research Paper Skill Rubric 
 

 4 3 2 1 

Claims & 
Reasoning 
LT: 3 
(W.1a-b, W.7) 

-Thoroughly 
introduces precise 
claim (including 
relevant 
background info) 
-establishes clear, 
valid reasons (more 
than 2) to support 
claim 
-includes thorough, 
relevant evidence 
-thoroughly 
explores 
counterclaim with 
detailed explanation 

-Introduces precise 
claim, that clearly 
indicates topic of 
argument and 
essay. 
-establishes clear, 
valid reasons (min. 
Of 2) to support 
claim 
-includes some sort 
of evidence when 
appropriate  
-includes 
counterclaim with 
appropriate amount 
of explanation 

-Introduces a claim, 
although may not 
be precise or 
particularly 
arguable for 
purpose of essay 
-attempts to 
includes reason(s), 
although they may 
not be clear/valid 
-May not include 
any relevant 
evidence 
-May not include 
counterclaim, or 
does not explain  

-Claim is unclear 
-Reasoning is not 
present, or 
indiscernible 
-no evidence (or 
inappropriate 
evidence) is used to 
support topic 
-no counterclaim  

Organization & 
Conventions 
LT: 4 
(W.1c, L.1) 

-includes thorough 
introduction that 
effectively 
establishes 
background, topic, 
and leads into thesis 
statement at end 
-essay paragraphs 
are thorough and 
connected with 
strong transitional 
elements/phrases 
-little to zero 
grammatical errors 

-includes 
introduction that 
effectively 
establishes topic 
and relevant 
background info  
-essay paragraphs 
are thorough and fit 
together with 
transitions 
-few grammatical 
errors 

-attempts to 
introduce topic, 
although may not 
include any 
background 
information or 
ineffectively 
introduce topic 
-paragraphs present, 
but not clearly 
connected 
-multiple 
grammatical errors 

-Does not include 
adequate 
introduction 
-no organized into 
paragraphs and/or 
paragraphs in no 
way related to one 
another 
-consistent 
grammatical errors 
that impact reading 
experience 
 

Source Use 
LT: 2 
(RI.8) 
 

-more than 3 highly 
credible sources  
-effectively uses 
both direct quotes 
and paraphrasing 
with correct in-text 
citations 
-use of source 
enhances the paper 
and intrigues the 
reader 

-at least 3 credible 
sources 
-directly uses the 
sources and 
attempts to cite 
in-text (may not 
regularly quote and 
paraphrase) 
-use of source helps 
create a sense of 
completeness for 
the paper 

-at least 2 credible 
sources, although 
they may not be 
strong sources 
-attempts to use the 
sources, but may 
not cite or properly 
quote/paraphrase 
-use of sources 
feels disingenuine 
and/or forced 
 

-no use of sources 
OR use of highly 
inappropriate 
sources for research 
purposes 
-does not directly 
use sources 
 

 


